
With the end of the year quickly approaching, we are pleased 
to report that both RIS and PACS are now operational at 

Selkirk and District General Hospital. Progress continues towards 
completing RIS and PACS deployment at Health Sciences Centre, 
and deployment activities are progressing at the other sites with 
legacy PACS systems.

Health Sciences Centre (HSC) Update
Work continues to complete RIS and PACS deployment in 
diagnostic imaging areas at HSC. A schedule for PACS rollout in 
other clinical areas (ER, ICU, OR, clinics etc.) is being developed, 
and it should be ready for release early in the New Year. 
Assessments for these clinical areas are almost complete. 

Interlake Regional Health Authority Update 
Culminating months of hard work, RIS and PACS are now live 
at Selkirk and District General Hospital. RIS and PACS are now 
working together to give health care providers in the IRHA timely 
access to diagnostic imaging information, leading to better patient 
care. 

RIS went live on November 3, 
2008, and 10 days later, the first 
RISE billing submission was sent 
to Manitoba Health. PACS went 
live the week of November 25, 
2008, in DI and clinical areas. 
There were some issues during the 
go-lives, but overall, the transition 
to the new systems went well. 
Work is currently underway to 
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Provincial RIS/PACS Project Update
About RIS/PACS

The Provincial RIS/PACS Project will deliver a 
Radiology Information System (RIS) and a Picture 
Archiving and Communication System (PACS) to 
health care facilities across Manitoba. 

The project is a collaborative partnership of Brandon 
Regional Health Authority, Diagnostic Services of 
Manitoba (DSM), Manitoba eHealth, Manitoba 
Health and the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority 
(WRHA). Canada Health Infoway, a not-for-profit 
organization, is a funding partner.

The RIS is a computerized system that enables 
electronic scheduling, storage and organization of 
diagnostic imaging (DI) patient information, as well 
as overall DI workflow and workload data.

The PACS is a computerized system that enables the 
ability to store, access and read digital diagnostic 
images. This reduces the use of film and facilitates 
timely province-wide access to patient images and 
reports.

The Provincial RIS/PACS solution will enable hospitals 
and other publicly-funded health care facilities in 
Manitoba to create and share diagnostic imaging 
(such as X-ray, computed tomography, magnetic 
resonance imaging and ultrasound) information, 
reports and images electronically. 

This solution will reduce the need for film in many 
diagnostic imaging areas and improve the flow of 
patient information between health care providers 
and facilities.

The upcoming year will be a busy one for everyone 
involved with the Provincial RIS/PACS Project. 
There are a number of regions that have started 
activity, and there are even more that will begin 
their deployments as we progress through 2009. 

Health Sciences Centre (HSC) Update
Over the next few weeks the PACS will initiate 
deployment in non-diagnostic imaging areas. 
Managers and directors of patient care will 
receive instructional packages in advance of their 
rollout to prepare them for the deployment of 
PACS workstations in their areas. In December, 
pediatric ultrasound transitioned from manual 
appointment booking to scheduling using the RIS 
application. This was a major achievement for the 
department, and we thank them for their efforts.

St. Boniface General Hospital
Additional project resources have been assigned 
to deployment activities at St. Boniface General 
Hospital. Transitioning diagnostic imaging areas 
from Maxifile to the Agfa Radiology Information 
System (RIS) is a high priority for the project team, 
and we are working towards a spring go-live date 
for RIS. 

Interlake Regional Health Authority (IRHA)
RIS and PACS for the mobile ultrasound unit 
went live in Arborg and Eriksdale last month. The 
team is working to integrate legacy PACS data to 
improve the workflow for radiologists and other 
diagnostic imaging staff in Selkirk. Planning is 
underway for completing the RIS/PACS rollout at 
the remaining six sites in the Interlake.

Concordia Hospital
A site team kick-off is scheduled for January 23. 
Registration and diagnostic imaging workflow 
analysis is in progress. The PACS server has been 
delivered, and it is currently being configured. 

NOR-MAN Regional Health Authority
A demonstration of the RIS was shown to Flin 
Flon and The Pas.  The walk through displayed a 
typical scenario of scheduling an appointment for 
a patient and the various functionalities of the RIS.

South Eastman Regional Health Authority
The Client Registry extract load of demographic 
information is underway. The region is working 
to define the gaps between the current and future 
state workflows. The Agfa Connectivity Manager 
has been configured and site renovations are 
finished. The pilot data migration file is available, 
and the team is troubleshooting connectivity 
between Agfa and GE PACS. Computerized 
Radiography (CR) readers and dry film printers 
will be available at the feeder sites in a few weeks. 
Configuration of RIS will start soon.
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